
 

Graffiti survey summary of Holyrood Church, Southampton 

The survey was carried out over two visits, on 5th November 2016 and 16th October 

2019, by members of the Hampshire Medieval Graffiti Project and Southampton 

Archaeology Society.  

On the first visit, the ground floor of the tower, and the tower staircase and roof were 

surveyed. Scaffolding erected within the tower to install pigeon netting provided the 

opportunity for a second visit to investigate the upper floor areas of the tower.  

Access was also gained to the chancel area.  

Built in 1320 to replace an earlier church, Holyrood 

was rebuilt in 1848-9, then mostly destroyed in the 

Blitz, the scorching of its remaining stonework still 

visible. It was left as a ruin, as a memorial to merchant 

seamen, with later additions including a glass roof to 

the chancel. Due to the fire damage caused to the wall 

surfaces, little trace of earlier graffiti remains.  

 

Two inscribed crosses were found, at the base and at 

the top of the tower. They are probably relatively modern. At the top of the tower, in 

the southwest corner, the initials RW and date 1896 or 7 were found. These may 

well coincide with work to restore the quarter jacks and replace the bells, which is 

commemorated on a bronze plaque within the tower, now much damaged by pigeon 

droppings. 

 

3     “RW 1897” SW internal corner of tower 

1   Scaffolding within the tower 

2    Cross inside tower at ground floor level 



 

4     Brass plaque in tower 

 

Most of the remaining graffiti found consisted 
of modern initials and dates within the tower 
staircase, and a group of initials east of the 
north window in the chancel.  

5    Initials on N window of chancel 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

6     Titanic shown on 1913 memorial to crew 

 

Thanks go to Dr Andy Russel, Ancient Monuments Officer for Southampton City 

Council, for allowing us access to the building.  

 

Karen Wardley 

Co-ordinator, HMGP 

22nd January 2020 


